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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 7336 
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TAGS: EINV, SHUM. RP 

SUBJECT: GOP PRESSURE ON U.S. COMPANIES OVER HUMAN RIGHTS IMAGE 
REF: (A) MANILA 7260; (B) MANILA 7324 

1 . COMATT CALLED MAY 14 ON PAUL PERRINE, PRESIDENT OF PHILIPPINE 
PACKING CORPORATION (DEL MONTE), TO ELICIT FURTHER INFOR 
MATION CONCERNING REFTEL REPORTS OF GOP DESIRE FOR ASSISTANCE 
OF U.S. COMPANIES BASED IN THE PHILIPPINES TO CORRECT ITS 
HUMAN RIGHTS IMAGE IN THE UNITED STATES. PERRINE STATED 
THAT A MEMBER OF HIS EXECUTIVE BOARD, VINCENTE LIM (SON OF 
THE GENERAL), WAS ON A TRIP TO LEYTE WITH MRS. MARCOS DURING 
WHICH SHE UNBURDENED HERSELF IN A TWO AND HALF HOUR SESSION 
ABOUT THE BAD PHILIPPINE IMAGE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

PARTICULARLY ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS. SHE POINTEDLY ASKED 
WHETHER U.S. COMPANIES HERE COULD HELP THE GOP. SHE 
MENTIONED THAT THEY HAVE BEEN IN THE PHILIPPINES FOR ALONG 
TIME, KNEW THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE, AND "WE ARE NOT THAT 
BAD." IT WAS CLEAR TO BOTH PARTIES THAT MRS. MARCOS WANTED 
LIM TO CARRY THE MESSAGE BACK TO PERRINE WHO, IN TURN, 

WAS TO ENLIST THE COOPERATION AND SUPPORT OF THE AMERICAN 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY. 
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2. THAT WAS AT THE END OF FEBRUARY, PERRINE SAID, SHORTLY 
BEFORE HE LEFT FOR THE UNITED STATES FOR A MONTH. IT WAS NOT 
UNTIL TWO WEEKS AGO THAT HE WAS ABLE TO HAVE HIS COLLEAGUES 
OVER FOR DINNER TO DISCUSS THE GOP REQUEST. PRESENT WERE 
WILLIAM MITCHELL OF GOODRICH (MANILA 7260). GEORGE SUTER 
OF PFIZER (MANILA 7324), FRED KRUSE OF PROCTOR AND GAMBLE, 
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BILL DUNNING OF CALTEX, AND ONE OTHER EXECUTIVE. THE 
RESPONSE WAS LUEKWARM, AND THE ATTIDUTY WAS, "WHAT CAN 
WE DO?" 


3. ASKED WHETHER THE GOP REQUEST CONTAINED A THREAT, 
PERRINE SAID HE PERCEIVED NO THREAT, ALTHOUGH HE 
COULD APPRECIATE THAT SOME OF HIS COLLEAGUES MAY HAVE 
THOUGHT THERE WAS ONE. AS THE HEAD OF A COMPANY WHICH 
HAS EXTENSIVE INVESTMENTS AND HAS DONE WELL HERE, HE 
COULD NOT BE BUT CONCERNED ABOUT EHGOP IMAGE, BUT 
FRANKLY HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO. AS A MATTER OF 
FACT, HE SAID, NO AMOUNT OF PRESS RELEASES WOULD IMPROVE 
THE IMAGE IF THE GOP DID NOT TAKE CORRECTIVE OR CONCRETE 
ACTION. HE POINTED OUT THAT MUCH OF THE ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
OR DISSIDENT FEELING IN THE PROVINCES STEM FROM PC 
BRUTALITY AND MALTREATMENT OF PEOPLE. HE PLANS 

MEET AGAIN WITH HIS COLLEAGUES LATE NEXT WEEK TO DISCUSS 
MEASURES WHICH THE AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY COULD 
UNDERTAKE. IT WAS IMPORTANT TO CONVEY TO THE GOP THE 
IDEA THAT THE BUSINESSMEN WERE ALSO CONCERNED AND TAKING 
SOME KIND OF ACTION, EVEN "IF COSMETIC." 

4. COMMENT: PERRINE HAS LIVED IN THE PHILIPPINES FOR 

32 YEARS AND IS A SYMPATHETIC AND UNDERSTANDING OBSERVER 
OF THE PHILIPPINE SCENE. HIS CORPORATE POLICY IS LOW 
PROFILE. WE HAVE FOUND HIS VIEWS BALANCED AND WORTHY 
OF CONSIDERATION. 
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